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Current State of Play and Possible Future Moves
In just over two year of the Another Roadmap Africa Cluster, an enormous amount has been achieved:
· Working groups based have formed in 7 African cities - with at least 2 new working groups in development; 
· In-depth week-long colloquia have been held in Namulanda (UG), São Paolo (BR), and Johannesburg (ZA) - with a 4th colloquium in Maseru (LS) already in preparation;
· Public and semi-public presentations of the project have taken place in Namulanda (UG), São Paolo (BR) and Johannesburg (ZA) - as a result of which we have gained valuable feedback from our communities of practice, and at the same time raised awareness of our project and increased participation in our working groups; we hope for the same in Maseru (LS);  
· Innovative and timely arts education research projects have begun in 7 Africa cities, and are already engaging with increasing numbers of scholars, practitioners and young people in a diversity of contexts, roles and locales;
· A bespoke web platform has been set up to enable us to communicate, to collaborate and to share information both amongst the working groups of the Another Roadmap School and with interested parties in the world at large;
· The first public presentation of our findings will take place in October of this year in the context of the Intertwining Hi/stories Festival in Vienna (AT) that we are helping to produce.  
The colloquia have consistently been the most challenging aspect of this project to organise, but they are by far and away the most valuable and impactful of the AR Africa Cluster’s current activities. At the colloquia each working group is given adequate space and time to present its research in its chosen format(s), to share its questions and concerns and to get feedback from other delegates. And at each colloquium, it is clear how carefully each working group had listened at the previous one, and how hard they have worked to take on board and/or think through the responses their work had elicited. The fact that these are closed meetings allows for a freer and more open-ended exchange, and fosters a group commitment to active listening and to deep reflection. 
The colloquia which have worked best have been those that been those hosted by Africa Cluster working groups. Meeting in one another’s professional “homes” (so to speak) has immediately fostered a climate of intellectual intimacy and cultural embeddedness that has enabled us as a group to attune to one another more quickly and thus to work faster and more effectively. We shall have to think carefully about how to maintain these qualities as the Africa Cluster begins to grow. Our aim (certainly at this point) is not to turn into an annual conference.
The success of the Intertwining Hi/Stories cluster in securing funding 2016 - 2018 has also had a huge impact on the progress and activities of the Africa Cluster. It is this funding that has enabled the working groups not eligible for SDC funding to continue to participate (i.e. Cairo, Kampala, Nyanza), and it also enabled us to free up some funds to invite individuals from Kinshasa and Harare to attend our 2nd colloquium with a view to the establishment of working groups in those cities. In order to maintain participation in the project outside the SADC region, we are planning to apply to the Commonwealth Foundation and to the Stichting Doen for funds to support our activities from 2018. 
In the medium- to long-term, we still feel that this project could benefit from an institutional “home”. And as stated in our applications to Pro Helvetia last year, because of the excellent relationships we are building with the Wits School of Art and with Kelekelta! Library, we still feel that it makes most sense for us to work towards establishing this institutional home in Johannesburg. 
As the budget and scope of the project expands, so do its administrative demands. Thus we are looking carefully at our future plans - the allocation of responsibilities, etc. - to ensure that the running of the project remains transparent, efficient and effective.
2018 will mark the end of the first phase of both the Intertwining Hi/stories and the Africa Cluster projects. We plan to mark this important milestone next year by focusing disseminating our findings locally, regionally and continentally. As part of the Intertwining Hi/stories project, we are heavily involved in helping to prepare a travelling exhibition about our research that we hope to bring to our respective cities from 2018 onwards.
 And as the Africa Cluster, we are starting to work towards creating a publication that we hope will serve both as a document of the research that we have done to date as well as bring together our thoughts on artistic education in Africa today and our hopes and plans for its futures.
 This stems from our shared commitment to making critical knowledges accessible in our respective locales, and our recognition that, in the contemporary African context, web-based publishing often has a limited reach. The exciting and highly complex aspect of this publishing project is, of course, the issue of language - which, we are discovering, continues to have a profound impact on access to and understanding of education, the arts and knowledge production in this region. How shall we make ourselves intelligible? Watch this space…
� This project will also have its own website.


� We plan to make a first foray into this by contributing a double chapter to the Condition Report on Artistic Education in Africa (Dakar: Raw Material Company, forthcoming).
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